Violent Winds

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus
who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He
came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that
you are a teacher who has come f rom God. For no one
could perform the signs you are doing if God were not
with him.” 3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can
see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
JOHN 3:1-8

4 “How can someone be born when they are old?”
Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second
time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus
answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the
Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth
to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, “You
JOHN 3:1-8

must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it
pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it
comes f rom or where it is going. So it is with everyone
born of the Spirit.”
JOHN 3:1-8

The Spirit himself testif ies with our spirit that we are
God’s children.
ROMANS 8:16

This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He
has given us of his Spirit.
1 JOHN 4:13

Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba,
Father.”
GALATIANS 4:6

Men just now sinful become holy; the thoughtless become
serious; the licentious become pure; the vicious, moral; the
moral, religious; the prayerless, prayerful; the rebellious and
obstinate, meek, and mild, and gentle. When we see such
changes, we ought no more to doubt that they are produced
by some cause - by some mighty agent, than when we see the
trees moved, or the waters of the ocean piled on heaps, or
feet the cooling effects of a summer’s breeze.
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3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and
gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke
about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he
was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do
not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For
John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
ACTS 1:3-5

1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all
together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came f rom heaven and f illed
the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw
what seemed to be tongues of f ire that separated and
came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were f illed
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
ACTS 2:1-4
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ADVERSARY ATTACKS

12 For our offenses are many in your sight, and our sins
testify against us. Our offenses are ever with us, and we
acknowledge our iniquities: 13 rebellion and treachery
against the Lord, turning our backs on our God, inciting
revolt and oppression, uttering lies our hearts have
conceived. 14 So justice is driven back, and righteousness
stands at a distance; truth has stumbled in the streets,
honesty cannot enter. 15 Truth is nowhere to be found,
ISAIAH 59:12-21

and whoever shuns evil becomes a prey. The Lord looked
and was displeased that there was no justice. 16 He saw
that there was no one, he was appalled that there was
no one to intervene; so his own arm achieved salvation
for him, and his own righteousness sustained him. He put
on righteousness as his breastplate, and the helmet of
salvation on his head; he put on the garments of
vengeance and wrapped himself in zeal as in a cloak.
ISAIAH 59:12-21

18 According to what they have done, so will he repay
wrath to his enemies and retribution to his foes; he will
repay the islands their due. 19 From the west, people will
fear the name of the Lord, and f rom the rising of the
sun, they will revere his glory. For he will come like a
pent-up flood that the breath of the Lord drives along.
20 “The Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob
who repent of their sins,”declares the Lord.
ISAIAH 59:12-21

21 “As for me, this is my covenant with them,” says
the Lord. “My Spirit, who is on you, will not depart f rom
you, and my words that I have put in your mouth will
always be on your lips, on the lips of your children and on
the lips of their descendants—f rom this time on and
forever,” says the Lord.
ISAIAH 59:12-21
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