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WHAT PEOPLE SEE
“The outward appearance”

1 Samuel 16:7 People look at the 
outward appearance, but 

the Lord looks at the heart.

WHAT GOD SEES
“The heart”

1 Samuel 16:7 People look at the 
outward appearance, but 

the Lord looks at the heart.



THE THINGS WE 
CAN’T SEE IN PEOPLE,
ARE MORE IMPORTANT AND
POTENTIALLY MORE 
DANGEROUS  
THAN THE THINGS  WE CAN. 



5   “Everything they do is done for people to see: . . . . 

6 they love the place of honor at banquets and the 
most important seats in the synagogues; 7  they love 
to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces . . . . 12 
For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, 
and those who humble themselves will be exalted.

MATTHEW 23:5-12

JESUS TALKING ABOUT THE PHARISEES



24  You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but 
swallow a camel. . . . 25 you hypocrites! You clean the 
outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full 
of greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! First 
clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the 
outside also will be clean. 

MATTHEW 23:23-28

JESUS TALKING ABOUT THE PHARISEES



27  . . . .You are like whitewashed tombs, which look 
beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of 
the bones of the dead and everything unclean. 28 In 
the same way, on the outside you appear to people 
as righteous but on the inside you are full of 
hypocrisy and wickedness.

MATTHEW 23:23-28

JESUS TALKING ABOUT THE PHARISEES



45 A good man brings good things out of the good 
stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil 
things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the 
mouth speaks what the heart is full of.

LUKE 6:45



11  What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile 
them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is 
what defiles them.” . . . .  18 But the things that come 
out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and 
these defile them. 19 For out of the heart come evil 
thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, 
theft, false testimony, slander.

MATTHEW 15:10-19



WE MUST GUARD
OUR HEARTS
WITH THE PURPOSES OF
GOD?



20 My son, pay attention to what I say; turn your ear 
to my words. 21  Do not let them out of your sight, 
keep them within your heart; 22  for they are life to 
those who find them and health to one’s whole 
body. 23  Above all else, guard your heart, for 
everything you do flows from it.

PROVERBS 4:20-23



HOW CAN WE ALIGN
OUR HEARTS
WITH THE PURPOSES OF
GOD?



SEEK 
GOD’S KINGDOM



33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well. 


14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached 
in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and 
then the end will come.


3 . . .  He appeared to them over a period of forty 
days and spoke about the kingdom of God.

MATTHEW 6:33, 24:14, ACTS 1:3



SEEK 
GOD’S PURPOSE
FOR YOU 



21 Many are the plans in a person’s heart, 
    but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.


PROVERBS 19:21



SEEK 
PEACE



10  For, “Whoever would love life and see good days 
must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from 
deceitful speech. 11  They must turn from evil and do 
good; they must seek peace and pursue it.

1 PETER 3:10-11, PS 34
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