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THE STORY OF JACOB



1 When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could no
longer see, he called for Esau his older son and said to him, "My
son.” "Here | am,” he answered. 2 Isaac said, "l am now an old man
and don’t know the day of my death. 3 Now then, get your
equipment — your quiver and bow—and go out to the open country

to hunt some wild game for me.



4 Prepare me the kind of tasty food | like and bring it to me to eat, so
that | may give you my blessing before | die.” 5 Now Rebekah was
listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When Esau left for the open
country to hunt game and bring it back, 6 Rebekah said to her son
Jacob, "Look, | overheard your father say to your brother

Esau, 7 '‘Bring me some game and prepare me some tasty food to.eat



so that | may give you my blessing in the presence of the Lord before
| die.! 8 Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I tell you: 9 Go out
to the flock and bring me two choice young goats, so | can prepare
some tasty food for your father, just the way he likes it. 10 Then take it
to your father to eat, so that he may give you his blessing before he

dies.” 11 Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “But my brother Esau is a



hairy man while | have smooth skin. 12 What if my father touches
me? | would appear to be tricking him and would bring down a
curse on myself rather than a blessing.” 13 His mother said to him,
"My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what | say; go and get them
for me.” 14 So he went and got them and brought them to his

mother, and she prepared some tasty food, just the way his father



liked it. 15 Then Rebekah took the best clothes of Esau her older son,
which she had in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob.
16 She also covered his hands and the smooth part of his neck with
the goatskins. 17 Then she handed to her son Jacob the tasty food

and the bread she had made.18 He went to his father and said, "My

father.” "Yes, my son,” he answered. "Who is it?" 19 Jacob said to his



father, "I am Esau your firstborn. | have done as you told me. Please
sit up and eat some of my game, so that you may give me your
blessing.” 20 Isaac asked his son, “How did you find it so quickly, my
son? “The Lord your God gave me success,” he replied. 21 Then Isaac
said to Jacob, "Come near so | can touch you, my son, to know

whether you really are my son Esau or not.” 22 Jacob went close to his



father Isaac, who touched him and said, “The voice is the voice of
Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 He did not recognize
him, for his hands were hairy like those of his brother Esau; so he
proceeded to bless him. 24 “Are you really my son Esau?"” he asked.
"I am,” he replied. 25 Then he said, "My son, bring me some of your

game to eat, so that | may give you my blessing.” Jacob brought it,to



him and he ate; and he brought some wine and he drank. 26 Then his
father Isaac said to him, "Come here, my son, and kiss me."” 27 So he
went to him and kissed him. When Isaac caught the smell of his
clothes, he blessed him and said, “Ah, the smell of my son is like the

smell of a field that the Lord has blessed. .. ..



30 After Isaac finished blessing him, and Jacob had scarcely left his
father’s presence, his brother Esau came in from hunting. 31 He too
prepared some tasty food and brought it to his father. Then he said
to him, "My father, please sit up and eat some of my game, so that
you may give me your blessing.”32 His father Isaac asked him, "Who

are you?""l am your son,” he answered, "your firstborn, Esau.” 33



Isaac trembled violently and said, “Who was it, then, that hunted
game and brought it to me? | ate it just before you came and |
blessed him—and indeed he will be blessed!” 34 When Esau heard
his father’s words, he burst out with a loud and bitter cry and said to
his father, “"Bless me—me too, my father!"” 35 But he said, "Your

brother came deceitfully and took your blessing.” 36 Esau said, “Isn't



he rightly named Jacob? This is the second time he has taken
advantage of me: He took my birthright, and now he's taken my
blessing!” Then he asked, “Haven't you reserved any blessing for
me?" 37 Isaac answered Esau, "l have made him lord over you and
have made all his relatives his servants, and | have sustained him with
grain and new wine. So what can | possibly do for you, my son?”

38 Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one blessing, my father?

Bless me too, my father!” Then Esau wept aloud.



Jacob, the younger brother, is blessed under
the person of the elder; the garments which
were borrowed from his brother breathe an
odour grateful and pleasant to his father. In
the same manner we are blessed, as Ambrose
teaches, when, in the name of Christ, we enter




the presence of our Heavenly Father: we
receive from him the robe of righteousness,
which, by its odour, procures his favor; in
short, we are thus blessed when we are put in
his place.

Calvin's Commentary on the Bible



OUR STORY



COLOSSIANS 3:2-4

2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you
died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ,

who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.



GALATIANS 3:26-28 NET

26 For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God through faith. 27 For all of
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there

is neither male nor female—for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.



GALATIANS 4:4-7 NET

4 But when the appropriate time had come, God sent out his Son,
born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we may be adopted as sons with full rights.

6 And because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, who calls "Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave but a

son, and if you are a son, then you are also an heir through God.



GALATIANS 4:4-7 NET

so that we may be adopted as sons with full rights.

[ The Greek term vioBeoia (huiothesia) was originally a legal technical

term for adoption as a son with full rights of inheritance.]

['adoption’ of children, (with the legal aspect, not gender specificity,

as major semantic component).]



NO LONGER MINORS



GALATIANS 3:23-25 NET

23 Now before faith came we were held in custody under the law,
being kept as prisoners until the coming faith would be revealed. 24
Thus the law had become our guardian until Christ, so that we could
be declared righteous by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are

no longer under a guardian.



GALATIANS 4:1-2 NET

1 Now | mean that the heir, as long as he is a minor, is no different
from a slave, though he is the owner of everything. 2 But he is under

guardians and managers until the date set by his father.



WE DIDN'T QUALIFY OURSELVES



COLOSSIANS 1:9-13

9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not
stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the
knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that
the Spirit gives,. . .. 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has
qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the

kingdom of light.



HEBREWS 9:15

15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those
who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now

that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins

committed under the first covenant.



CAN YOU DARE TO BELIEVE?
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