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GOD’S USED TO SPEAK
PRIMARILY THROUGH
PROPHETS

God sends His servants
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times
and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,
whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the
universe.
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THE LAST PROPHET WAS
THE GREATEST - JOHN

God sends His servants
24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the
wind? 25 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes?
No, those who wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces.
26 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than
a prophet. 27 This is the one about whom it is written:“‘I will send my
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 28 I tell you,
among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one
who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”
Luke 7:24-28 (NIV)

THE PROPHETS
CONDEMNED SIN AND
PROMISED A MESSIAH

God sends His servants
12 From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has
been subjected to violence, and violent people have been raiding it. 13 For all
the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to
accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come.
Matthew 11:12-14 (NIV)

God sends His servants
18 I will pursue them with the sword, famine and plague and will make them
abhorrent to all the kingdoms of the earth, a curse and an object of horror, of
scorn and reproach, among all the nations where I drive them. 19 For they
have not listened to my words,” declares the Lord, “words that I sent to them
again and again by my servants the prophets.
Jeremiah 29:18-20 (NIV)

WHAT WAS IT LIKE TO BE
SENT AS A PROPHET?

Isaiah

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he
had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and
said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin
atoned for.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I
send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 9 He said,
“Go and tell this people: “‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever
seeing, but never perceiving.’ 10 Make the heart of this people calloused;
make their ears dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their
eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and be
healed.” 11 Then I said, “For how long, Lord?” And he answered:“Until the
cities lie ruined and without inhabitant, until the houses are left deserted and
the fields ruined and ravaged, 12 until the Lord has sent everyone far away

Isaiah

and the land is utterly forsaken. 13 And though a tenth remains in the
land, it will again be laid waste. But as the terebinth and oak leave stumps
when they are cut down, so the holy seed will be the stump in the land.”
Isaiah 6:6-13

Jeremiah

5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set
you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 6 “Alas, Sovereign
Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” 7 But the Lord
said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you
to and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am
with you and will rescue you,” declares the Lord. 9 Then the Lord reached
out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I have put my words in
your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to
uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” . . .
13 “What do you see?”“I see a pot that is boiling,” I answered. “It is tilting
toward us from the north.” 14 The Lord said to me, “From the north disaster
will be poured out on all who live in the land. 15 I am about to summon all

Jeremiah

the peoples of the northern kingdoms,” declares the Lord. “Their kings will
come and set up their thrones in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem; they
will come against all her surrounding walls and against all the towns of
Judah. 16 I will pronounce my judgments on my people because of their
wickedness in forsaking me, in burning incense to other gods and in
worshiping what their hands have made. 17 “Get yourself ready! Stand up
and say to them whatever I command you. Do not be terrified by them, or I
will terrify you before them. 18 Today I have made you a fortified city, an
iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand against the whole land—against the
kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and the people of the land. 19 They will
fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you and will
rescue you,” declares the Lord.
Jeremiah 1:4-19

Ezekiel

1 He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.”
2 As he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard
him speaking to me. 3 He said: “Son of man, I am sending you to the
Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they and their
ancestors have been in revolt against me to this very day. 4 The people to
whom I am sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, ‘This is
what the Sovereign Lord says.’ 5 And whether they listen or fail to listen—for
they are a rebellious people—they will know that a prophet has been among
them. 6 And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them or their words. Do
not be afraid, though briers and thorns are all around you and you live
among scorpions. Do not be afraid of what they say or be terrified by them,
though they are a rebellious people. 7 You must speak my words to them,

Ezekiel
whether they listen or fail to listen, for they are rebellious. 8 But you, son of
man, listen to what I say to you. Do not rebel like that rebellious people;
open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 9 Then I looked, and I saw a hand
stretched out to me. In it was a scroll, 10 which he unrolled before me. On
both sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe.
Ezekiel 2:1-10

John

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea
2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he
who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:“A voice of one calling in the
wilderness,‘ Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around
his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him
from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan.
6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 7 But
when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was
baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And
do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell
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you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The
ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptize you with
water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I,
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff
with unquenchable fire.”
Matthew 3:1-12 (NIV)

WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE
AND MANDATE?

Our Message

10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through
the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be
saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.
Romans 5:10-12 (NIV)

Our Message

11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others.
. . 16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though
we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is
here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the
world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he
has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We
implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

God sends His servants
• BE EAGER
• BE PREPARED
• BE BOLD
• BRAG

