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It's not what you can do for God,

it's what he's already done tor you.




1. God is cleverer than us




Our thinking

« Work hard to make up for where we fall short

God’s plan

o He found fault with our efforts

« He always planned to make a way of salvation that did

not depend on us




6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so

walk in Him, 7 having been firmly rooted and now being
built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you

were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through

philosophy and empty deception, according to the

tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of




the world, rather than according to Christ. 9 For in Him all

the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him

you have been made complete, and He is the head over all

rule and authority;

- Colossians 2:6-10 (NASB)




It's not what you can do for God,

it's what he's already done tor you.




2. Jesus. Therefore. ..

Not Jesus plus...




16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat

or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon
celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the

things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in

Christ.

Colossians 2:16-17 (NIV)




20 Since you died with Christ to the elemental

| spiritual

forces of this world, why, as though you still be

onged to

the world, do you submit to its rules: 21 “Do not handle!

Do not taste! Do not touch!”?

22 These rules, which have to do with things that are all

destined to perish with use, are based on merel

y human

commands and teachings. 23 Such regulations inc

eed have




an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship,

their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body,

but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.

Colossians 2:20-23 (NIV)




It's not what you can do for God,

it's what he's already done tor you.




3. Let go and take hold




18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in

which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to
take hold of the hope set before us may be greatly
encouraged. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the
soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind

the curtain, 20 where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on

our behalf.

Hebrews 6:17-20 (NIV)




Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your

hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on
carthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden
with Christ in God.

Colossians 3:1-3 (NIV)




It's not what you can do for God,

it's what he's already done tor you.
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Reasons the Law was given

1. To illustrate Divine standards of righteousness

Romans 7:12 So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good. 13 Did that which is good,
then, become death to me? By no means! Nevertheless, in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it used what is
good to bring about my death, so that through the commandment sin might become u\erly sinful.14 We know that

the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.

2. Establish a clear definition for sin

Romans 3:20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the

law we become conscious of our sin.

Romans 7:7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin
was had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what cove ?ng really was if the law had not said, “You shall

not covet.,,

1 John 3:4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.




Reasons the Law was given

3. Show the sinfulness of Israecl and the deceitfulness of sin

Romans 7:11 For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the
commandment put me to death. 12 So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good. 13
Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! Nevertheless, in order that sin might be recognized
as sin, it used what is good to bring about my death, so that through the commandment sin might become u\erly

sinful.

Galatians 3:19 Why, then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions un?l the Seed to whom the

promise referred had come.

4. Expose all mens guilt before God

Romans 3:19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may

be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.




Reasons the Law was given

S. Preserve Israel’s nationhood for the Messianic seed-line

Galatians 3:19 Why, then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions un?l the Seed to whom the

promise referred had come. The law was given through angels and entrusted to a mediator.

6. To set a teacher in charge to lead them to Christ

Galatians 3:22 But Scripture has locked up everything under the control of sin, so that what was promised, being given
through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 23 Before the coming of this faith, we were held in
custody under the law, locked up un?l the faith that was to come would be revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian
un?l Christ came that we might be jus?fied by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a

guardian.

Galatians 4:1 What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, although he owns

the whole estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians and trustees un?l the ?me set by his father. 3 So also, when we were

underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world.




Reasons the Law was given

7. Foreshadow in ceremonial law the person of Jesus Christ

Colossians 2:17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is
found in Christ.

Hebrews 10:1 The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the reali?es themselves. For this
reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year ajer year, make perfect those who draw near to

worship.

8. Demonstrate that none are justified by the law but only

by grace and faith

Galatians 3:19 Why, then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions un?l the Seed to whom the
promise referred had come. The law was given through angels and entrusted to a mediator. 20 A mediator, however,
implies more than one party; but God is one. 21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely
not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 22 But
Scripture has locked up everything under the control of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in

Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.



Reasons the Law was given

8. Demonstrate that none are justified by the law but only

by grace and faith

Romans 9:30 What then shall we say? That the Gen?les, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a
righteousness that is by faith; 31 but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as the way of righteousness, have not a
\ained their goal. 32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the

stumbling stone.

Romans 10:1 Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 2 For
I can tes?fy about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3 Since they did not
know the righteousness of God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 4 Christ
is the culmina?on of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 5 Moses writes this about
the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that

is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?”” (that is, to bring Christ down)

Galatians 3:10 For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is wri\en: “Cursed is everyone who does
not con?nue to do everything wri\en in the Book of the Law.” 11 Clearly no one who relies on the law is jus?fied before
God, because “the righteous will live by faith.” 12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person
who does these things will live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us,

for it is wri\en: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.”



Reasons the Law was given

9. Show that the law could not give life
Leviticus 18:5 Keep my decrees and laws, for the person who obeys them will live by them. I am the Lord.

10. Provide in the ceremonial law a temporary atonement

covering for Israel’s sin

Hebrews 9:7 But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without blood,
which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had commi\ed in ignorance. 8 The Holy Spirit was showing by
this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was s?ll func?
oning. 9 This is an illustra?on for the present ?me, indica?ng that the gijs and sacrifices being offered were not able to
clear the conscience of the worshiper. 10 They are only a ma\er of food and drink and various ceremonial washings —
external regula?ons applying un?l the ?me of the new order. ... 19 When Moses had proclaimed every command of
the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and
sprinkled the scroll and all the people. 20 He said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you
to keep.” 21 In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. 22
In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no

forgiveness. . . .. 26 But he has appeared once for all at the culmina?on of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice

of himself.



