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Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen. For by it the people of
old received their commendation. By faith we
understand that the universe was created by the
word of God, so that what is seen was not made out
of things that are visible.

By faith Abel oﬀered to God a more acceptable
sacrifice than Cain, through which he was
commended as righteous, God commending him by
accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he
died, he still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken up so
that he should not see death, and he was not found,
because God had taken him.
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Now before he was taken he was commended as

By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning

having pleased God. And without faith it is

events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an

impossible to please him, for whoever would draw

ark for the saving of his household. By this he

near to God must believe that he exists and that he

condemned the world and became an heir of the

rewards those who seek him.

righteousness that comes by faith.
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By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go

For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations,

out to a place that he was to receive as an

whose designer and builder is God. By faith Sarah herself

inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he
was going.

By faith he went to live in the land of

received power to conceive, even when she was past the
age, since she considered him faithful who had promised.
Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were

promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac

born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as

and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise.

many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.
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These all died in faith, not having received the things

If they had been thinking of that land from which

promised, but having seen them and greeted them

they had gone out, they would have had opportunity

from afar, and having acknowledged that they were

to return. But as it is, they desire a better country,

strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who

that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not

speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a

ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared

homeland.

for them a city.
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Each one of these people of faith died not yet having
in hand what was promised, but still believing. How

If they were homesick for the old country, they could

did they do it? They saw it way oﬀ in the distance,

have gone back any time they wanted. But they were

waved their greeting, and accepted the fact that they

after a far better country than that—heaven country.

were transients in this world. People who live this way

You can see why God is so proud of them, and has a

make it plain that they are looking for their true

City waiting for them.

home.
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Mind Set

Bystanders to Change

• Withdrawn
• Apathetic
• Withholding

BYSTANDERS TO CHANGE

“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out

“who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions;

how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds

who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the

could have done them better. The credit belongs to the
man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by
dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs,
who comes short again and again, because there is no

best knows in the end the triumph of high
achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least
fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never

eﬀort without error and shortcoming; but who does

be with those cold and timid souls who neither know

actually strive to do the deeds;

victory nor defeat.”
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Mind Set
• Unbelief

Resisters of Change

• Cynical
• Focused on Circumstances
• Focused on Failed Experiences
RESISTERS OF CHANGE

THE TRUTH

THE MY TH

People avoid/hate change

People don’t hate change - they hate
the process/cost that change requires

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in

field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his

search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of

joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that

great value, went and sold all that he had and

field.

bought it.
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Mind set

Embracing Change

• Bold in Faith
• Constant Repentance.
• Heavenly Minded

EMBRACING CHANGE

A community...
• God Honoring
• Multi-Generational
• Celebrates Diversity
• Filled with Godly Marriages
• Marked by GraceExpresses

For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and
• Gospel Centered/Disciple
Making/Outward Reaching

more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away,

• The Tired find Rest

our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light

• The Lost are Found

momentary aﬄiction is preparing for us an eternal weight of

• The Outcast find they

glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that
are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are

Belong

Grace

seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.
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