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“"Very truly | tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a
thief and a robber. The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,
and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name
and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he
goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they
know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they
will run away from him because they do not recognize a
stranger’s voice.” Jesus used this figure of speech, but the
Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.




Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly | tell you, | am the
gate for the sheep. All who have come before me are
thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to
them. | am the gate; whoever enters through me will be
saved. They will come in and go out, and find

pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy; | have come that they may have life, and have it
to the full. | am the good shepherd.”
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And the word of the Lord came to him: “What are you
doing here, Elijah?"”

He replied, "l have been very zealous for the Lord God
Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn
down your altars, and put your prophets to death with
the sword. | am the only one left, and now they are trying
to kill me too.”

The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the
presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.”




Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart
and shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was
not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake,
but the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the
earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire.
And after the fire came a gentle whisper. When Elijah

heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out
and stood at the mouth of the cave.
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When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take

bread. “Be careful,” Jesus said to them. “Be on your guard against the
yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” They discussed this among
themselves and said, "It is because we didn’t bring any bread.”

How is it you don’t understand that | was not talking to you about
bread? But be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.” Then they understood that he was not telling them to
guard against the yeast used in bread, but against the teaching of the

Pharisees and Sadducees.
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And | will keep on doing what | am doing in order to cut the
ground from under those who want an opportunity to be
considered equal with us in the things they boast about. For
such people are false apostles, deceitful workers,
masquerading as apostles of Christ. . And no wonder, for
Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. .It is not
surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants
of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions

deserve.




For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms.
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The Religious Spirit

eeg? OP&) without The



"The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’

seat. So you must be careful to do everything they tell you.
But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they
preach.




Matthew 23: Jesus’ Rebuke & 7 Woes”

1. Hypocrisy and Exclusivity (Matthew 23:13)
2. Exploitation and False Piety (Matthew 23:14)
3. Corruption of Teaching (Matthew 23:15)

4. Legalism and Triviality (Matthew 23:16-22)
5. Priorities and Justice (Matthew 23:23-24)

6. Hypocrisy and Inner Purity (Matthew 23:25-26)
7. Deception and Moral Corruption (Matthew 23:27-28)
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The Political Spirit
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Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a
man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua
went up to him and asked, "Are you for us or for our enemies?”

"Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord |
have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in
reverence, and asked him, “"What message does my Lord have for
his servant?”

The commander of the Lord’'s army replied, "“Take off your sandals,
for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.
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"Your Majesty looked, and there before you stood a large statue
—an enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance. The
head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of
silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly
of iron and partly of baked clay. While you were watching, a rock
was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the statue on its
feet of iron and clay and smashed them. Then the iron, the clay,
the bronze, the silver and the gold were all broken to pieces and
became like chaff on a threshing floor in the summer. The wind
swept them away without leaving a trace. But the rock that struck
the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth.







"This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king. Your Majesty, you are
the king of kings. The God of heaven has given you dominion and power and might
and glory; in your hands he has placed all mankind and the beasts of the field and
the birds in the sky. Wherever they live, he has made you ruler over them all. You are

that head of gold.

"After you, another kingdom will arise, inferior to yours. Next, a third kingdom, one of
bronze, will rule over the whole earth. Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong
as iron—for iron breaks and smashes everything—and as iron breaks things to
pieces, so it will crush and break all the others. Just as you saw that the feet and toes
were partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so this will be a divided kingdom; yet it
will have some of the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay. As
the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will be partly strong and
partly brittle. And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will
be a mixture and will not remain united, any more than iron mixes with clay.
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In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a
kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to
another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring
them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.




As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and
precious to him— you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house
to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says: “See, | lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and
precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”

Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe
“The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and, "“A stone that
causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because
they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the
people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received

mercy.




Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch
him in his words. They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know that you
are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no
attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God in accordance
with the truth. Is it right to pay the imperial tax. to Caesar or not? Should
we pay or shouldn’t we?"

But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?" he
asked. “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” They brought the coin,
and he asked them, “"Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”
“Caesar's,” they replied.

Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to
God what is God’'s.” And they were amazed at him.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2012&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24688b

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God's will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will.
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In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and
the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | give you this
charge: Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season;
correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful
instruction. For the time will come when people will not put up with
sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather
around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears
want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside
to myths. But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do
the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.
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Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my
anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and
lead me in the way everlasting.
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